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Pathways in Conservation

Keeping the Main Thing the Main Thing e cesnucx, newrceo

s I reflected on the past year at NCWF, a discussion | had with a close, long-time buddy—a friend who knows

my profession and is envious of it when he compares it to his rigid corporate job—kept coming to mind. A bit
after the elections, he commented to me, “Oh, boy, your work just got a ton harder.” | replied to him, “Not at all.
Nothing changes for us except for some of the folks the citizenry elected.” We chatted a bit more on this topic
before moving onto our normal debates about sports teams and music.

But the gist of our back-and-forth about my work—our work—was simple. Our work for wildlife and habitat
conservation is as nonpartisan as it gets, and remains so regardless of who gets elected. Elections come and
g0, but the tenets of conservation remain constant. It's been this way over our eight decades of work, and will
remain consistent as both sides of respective aisles support common sense conservation supported by science.

We see this time and again where conservation unites elected officials. There have been ups and downs over
the past 80 years, but, generally, conservation is a unifier. Consider the overwhelming support this year in Congress
—yes, those people who can't seem to agree on anything—expressed in passing the America’s Conservation
Enhancement Reauthorization Act. The wide-ranging conservation package includes funding for wetlands and
fish and wildlife habitat conservation. | have said it to whoever will listen and many who care not to: There are no
Republican white-tailed deer, no Democratic black bear, nor any independent Monarch butterflies. Conservation
has been, and will continue to be, a uniting force. And we need that now more than ever in our country and state.

Furthermore, the basic needs for wildlife—healthy lands and abundant clean water and air resources—are
exactly what we all need for survival. That's why common-sense conservation solutions for wildlife and people
are no-brainers. Of course, there will be those who seek to exploit natural resources for self-serving needs with
no regards to public needs or even the Golden Rule. That's why having a strong voice for wildlife is so vital.

Post-election, we know the playing field. In the democracy that is America, ever-changing administrations and
term limits bring shifts in policies that may impact wildlife, land management, and natural resource safeguards
both positively or negatively. Regardless of these transitions, we at North Carolina Wildlife Federation remain

steadfast in our commitment to protecting, conserving, and restoring the natural
NCWF remains dedicated as landscapes, wildlife species, and ecosystems that make our state extraordinary.
aresolute voice for wildlife.  Justaswe have been doing successfully for 80 years.

NCWF remains dedicated as a resolute voice for wildlife, maintaining our
commitment to uphold and strengthen the conservation protections that safeguard North Carolina’s wildlife
and natural resources. We are positioned well—both with our congressional delegation, the Governor's admin-
istration, and the legislature, because our work crosses aisles, political parties, and varying philosophies of
governing roles and responsibilities.

As an inclusive organization that values all wildlife-associated recreational activities including birdwatching, hunt-
ing, gardening for wildlife, fishing, paddling, photography, and people who just like seeing and enjoying wildlife, we
will keep our focus on our state’s Wildlife Impact Plan which has wide support among voters and elected officials.

NCWEF is positioned to offer practical and programmatic language, solutions, and impact. We will underscore
our commitment to our clear-eyed focus on wildlife “first, second, and last,” especially as a “Voice for Wildlife” and
to meet any and all challenges as that voice. NCWF is not pulling back in the least. In 2025, we're bringing on new
leadership and field expertise to fortify our influence and policy work. We are bolstering our capacity to monitor,
respond to, and shape policies impacting wildlife at every level. We are deepening our field work expertise to
support private lands for wildlife work and our wildlife species work. And we will grow our philanthropy capacity
to meet the challenges that invariably will require more resources. We are preparing strategically to ensure that
North Carolina remains a place where wildlife and people can thrive together.

The bottom line: NCWF has credibility with diverse audiences as North Carolina’s “Voice for Wildlife,” and we
will continue our important wildlife conservation work regardless of any and all elected officials. We are in a good
position because of who we are, and what we work on, and how we do that work. And we are going to expand to
have greater impact.

As | ended my fireside chat with my buddy, | promised him: “No doom and gloom at NCWF. We are fired up for
wildlife conservation now more than ever.” The past year was wonderful for conservation impact, as you will read
in this journal report, and we are excited about this year and the opportunities for significant wildlife gains and
even historic outcomes for natural resources across North Carolina. W¢
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Cover photograph Black bear will benefit greatly
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MISSION To protect, conserve, and restore North Carolina wildlife and habitat for all.

from NCWF's conservation work, on habitat, VISION A North Carolina with healthy and diverse habitats and wildlife valued by
wildlife corridors, and policy. Black bear photo by all people and sustained for future generations.

Ross McDaniel, NCWF Photo Contest Submission. . . .

Other photos, unless noted, courtesy of NCWF. VALUES  Science-based decision making

CONTACT Non-partisan approach to policy

NCWF Raleigh office: (919) 833-1923 Inclusive of broad interests and perspectives

1024 Washington Street, Raleigh, NC 27605 Collaborative with diverse organizations and individuals

NCWF Charlotte office: (704) 332-5696 Committed to solutions and impact

1346 St. Julien Street, Charlotte, NC 28205
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THE NCWF MANTRA FOR 2024 was a modern version of the foundational
tenets of the organization since 1945. Common sense conservation
is supported by science and requires a realistic, present-focused
perspective on both natural and human-made environments and
the interconnectedness between them. We cannot—and should not
—try to recreate an idealized version of the landscape from before our
time. Instead, we must assess where we stand now and deeply consider
how we can improve our world for wildlife and people.

This involves confronting the challenges posed by rapid develop-
ment and urban sprawl, opposing policies that threaten wildlife and the
communities that value them, advocating for wildlife-friendly practices,
and supporting leaders who can champion these causes in the political
arena. It also means mobilizing our conservation community in North
Carolina to do meaningful work in their communities.

Wildlife, wildlife, wildlife. Encompassing all flora and fauna. To stay
on task, NCWF categorizes its work in three primary areas of wildlife
conservation and involvement:

In 2024, NCWF worked in courts
and community gardens, on the
coast and in the storm-ravaged
mountains, as a consistent voice
B forwildlifeina fast-changing world.

Conducting wildlife projects
Being a voice for wildlife
Engaging youth and adults with wildlife and the outdoors

In 2024, NCWF's laser focus on wildlife resulted in a natural world more
prepared for change and more resilient through change than ever before.
Read on to look at the work and impact for wildlife during the past year.

GREAT BLUE HERON / TOM BRENNAN / NCWF PHOTO CONTEST SUBMISSION
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WILDLIFE CROSSINGS

North Carolina has approximately 80,000 miles of state-
maintained roads. Roads and vehicles can negatively impact
wildlife and pose a safety risk to people. Species at most risk
of road-related deaths include black bear, elk, white-tailed
deer, red wolves, small mammals, and many reptile and
amphibian species. NCWF has been working collaboratively
on solutions, including advocating for funding to create
wildlife crossings that allow animals to navigate roads safely
and ensure that wildlife crossing infrastructure becomes

a standard part of our state’s transportation planning.

In 2024, NCWF supported the N.C. Department of Trans-
portation’s (DOT) proposal, submitted with support from
the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission and
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, for federal funding to imple-
ment a significant wildlife crossing and fencing project
along U.S. 64 through part of Alligator River National
Wildlife Refuge. This area is where wildlife-vehicle collisions,
including those with red wolves, have been commonplace.
As aresult, the Federal Highway Administration recently
awarded $25 million to DOT for this wildlife crossing project
that will make roads safer for wildlife and people in eastern
North Carolina.
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MARINE FISHERIES

Large-scale bottom shrimp trawling in North Carolina's juvenile
fish nurseries continues, making the state the only one on the
Atlantic and Gulf coasts to allow this destructive fishing method.
Bottom trawling involves dragging heavy chains and nets across
fragile underwater landscapes and negatively impacts sounds,
estuaries, and fish populations. For every pound of shrimp
harvested with this method, more than four pounds of bycatch
—juvenile finfish and other marine life—are discarded. The
toll is hundreds of millions of fish wasted annually.

NCWF’s work continues to address this destructive
practice holistically and includes seeking reforms that
are in the best interests of wildlife, fisheries, and people.
Protecting public trust resources, including coastal fisheries,
has been a longstanding priority.

In 2020, a civil action lawsuit was filed against the State of
North Carolina by approximately 90 citizens and the Coastal
Conservation Association of North Carolina, asserting that
the State has not met its legal duties to protect harvestable
fish populations for the benefit of all its citizens. The suit was
brought forward after decades of declining fish stocks and
the failure of North Carolina fisheries managers to take
aggressive enough actions to reverse those declines. NCWF
filed an amicus brief with the North Carolina Court of
Appeals focused on failures by the State to protect public
trust resources and our marine fisheries appropriately.

In a 2022 opinion, the North Carolina Court of Appeals
noted that the constitutional right to harvest fish would be
meaningless without citizen access to fish. According to the
opinion of the Court of Appeals, the State has an obligation
“to preserve the people’s right to fish and harvest fish.” This
right belongs to current and future citizens alike. The State’s
duties include “preserving fisheries for the benefit of the public”
and a “duty to keep fisheries safe from injury, harm, or destruc-
tion for all time.” The court rejected the State's defense that
it enjoyed immunity from any suit over its fisheries manage-
ment and remanded the case for pretrial discovery.

Mediation is scheduled, and the trial in the liability phase
of the case is slated to begin in April 2025. NCWF will be a key
stakeholder in the continuing phases of the lawsuit process
to defend public trust resources.



RED WOLVES
In late 2024, the Red Wolf Center in Columbia, North Carolina,
received its first-ever breeding pair of wolves. The Center
welcomed 2292F from Carolina Tiger Rescue in Pittsboro,
North Carolina, and 2445M from the Endangered Wolf Center
in Eureka, Missouri. This pair has the opportunity to produce the
first litter of red wolf pups born in the facility’s public enclosure.
Another 2024 milestone for red wolves and NCWF was
the renovation of the Red Wolf Center. Despite being closed
for three months for renovations, the Center hosted 634
visitors and offered 280 programs last year, with new and
improved office and educational spaces. Red wolf program-
ming is vital for educating the public about the ongoing efforts
to restore this species to the wild. NCWF's Red Wolf Live Cams
were featured on the Earth Cam website for two days and
collectively received nearly 540,000 views in 2024.
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NCWEF continued its Trapper Reimbursement Program
with FWS to reimburse licensed trappers for the safe return
of red wolves, collared coyotes, and other canids captured
during lawful trapping activities. This program has helped
return valuable canids to the wild through the Red Wolf
Recovery Program and fostered positive relationships with
local trappers. NCWF anticipates expanding this program
in future years as red wolf numbers grow.

Also, in 2024, NCWRC took a crucial step toward red wolf
recovery efforts by adopting a resolution that supersedes
previous state agency resolutions related to the species.
NCWRC passed this new resolution unanimously, reflecting
a forward-thinking, collaborative approach to conservation,
which marked a pivotal moment for red wolf recovery efforts
and coyote management on the Albemarle Peninsula.

WILD ABOUT WILDLIFE?

Head over to our new merchandise store to order
NCWEF shirts and hoodies to show everyone how
“wild"” you are about wildlife in North Carolina. Your
purchase goes towards protecting, conserving, and
restoring wildlife and wildlife habitats in North
Carolina. It's a win-win!

Access our shop through this
QR code to view a selection of
apparel and gear showcasing
red wolf restoration, Save Our
Sounds, Butterfly Highway,
and more.

BLUE-WINGED TEAL / ISTOCK.COM / BRIANLASENBY

WILDLIFE WORK WORTH APPLAUDING

As the year wound down, Congress, in an overwhelming
and decisive bi-partisan fashion, passed America’s
Conservation Enhancement Reauthorization Act, which
funds some of the most successful conservation programs
in the country, including the North American Wetlands
Conservation Act and the National Fish Habitat Partnership.
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Annual Report

PROTECTION OF WETLANDS AND WILDLIFE

HABITAT IN COASTAL NORTH CAROLINA

In 2023, the U.S. Supreme Courtissued a decision in Sackett
v. EPA that drastically limited Clean Water Act protections
against unfettered development for the nation’s wetlands.
In the aftermath of that decision, anti-regulation activists
are testing the bounds of the court's decision with targeted
lawsuits, hoping to restrict further the federal protections that
remain. In eastern North Carolina, an individual who owns
numerous tracts of wetlands-rich land along the banks of the
Pasquotank River and Big Flatty Creek built several bulkheads

and filled in many acres of wetlands behind them.
NORTHERN CRICKET FROG / ERIN PRICE-ERWIN / NCWF PHOTO CONTEST SUBMISSION

The U.S. government brought enforcement action against
landowners to impose penalties for filling wetlands that were
still protected under the Clean Water Act. The National
Wildlife Federation (NWF) and NCWF, represented by
the Southern Environmental Law Center (SELC), filed an
amicus or “friend of the court” brief in that case, arguing
that federal wetlands protections should not be further
limited and that obtaining a state coastal development
permit did not give the landowner a free pass to destroy
federally protected wetlands.

In addition, NWF and NCWF intervened in court when the
same landowner, represented by the same anti-regulation
organization that represented the Sacketts in the U.S. Supreme
Court case, filed a separate lawsuit challenging the current
limits on development in wetlands. Again, represented by
SELC, NWF, and NCWF are participating in the case as a voice
against further restrictions on wetlands protections.
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HURRICANE HELENE IMPACT

AND RESTORATION EFFORTS

Following Hurricane Helene, NCWF coordinated four large-
scale cleanup events along the Catawba River, stretching from
Lake James to Lake Norman, collecting approximately 40
tons of debris and helping restore vital river ecosystems
and support local wildlife. Though these efforts are still
underway, NCWF is dedicated to being an active participant
in the restoration of these impacted areas.

OLD GROWTH FORESTS AND

WILDLIFE HABITAT CONSERVATION

Old-growth forests remain a top priority for NCWF, as they
provide crucial habitats for species such as the brown-headed
nuthatch and other key species. These forests were significantly
impacted by Hurricane Helene, which caused severe damage
to roads, trails, and trees and increased the potential for wild-
fires and the spread of invasive species. Restoration work is
ongoing, and we continue to support efforts to restore
these areas and protect critical wildlife habitats.

BROWN-HEADED NUTHATCH / ISTOCK.COM / MATTCUDA




COMMUNITY WILDLIFE CHAPTER HABITAT RESTORATION IMPACT

NCWF's volunteer programs have significantly impacted this year, with 9,500 volunteers actively engaged in conservation
efforts, particularly habitat restoration events. This incredible increase in volunteer engagement comes from our growing
Outreach Team, which can facilitate more projects with higher impact throughout the state and through the generosity of

our donors and community partners.

NCWF Community Wildlife Chapters safeguarded stream and maritime ecosystems’ aquatic and terrestrial wildlife by
removing 153,000 pounds of litter from the environment (this includes 40 tons of litter removed through post-Hurricane
Helene cleanup at Lake Norman), compared to last year's 115,785 pounds of litter, demonstrating a 32.1 percentincrease.

NCWF Community Wildlife Chapters created thriving ecosystems for native pollinators and songbirds with the planting
of 23,220 native trees and plants giving goldfinches, red-cockaded woodpeckers, butterflies, and bees places to feed and
nest compared to last year's 5,323, posting a 336.5 percent increase. And the Chapters increased biodiversity by removing
invasive species from 19 acres of land benefitting birds, pollinators, and many other wildlife and plants.

Community members across the state have registered 3,600 Pollinator Pitstops on NCWF's Butterfly Highway and

registered more than 15,000 Certified Wildlife Habitats.

LANDOWNER TAX CREDIT

As the vast majority of North Carolina lands are privately
owned, landowners are responsible for caring for the wildlife
habitat on their own land. While there are many simple and
cost-effective ways to care for wildlife on private property,
difficulty has persisted for private landowners to manage
their land with wildlife in mind. After a 10-year hiatus, how-
ever, the North Carolina Conservation Tax Credit has been
reinstated and passed by the legislature unanimously.
This credit provides an additional incentive for private land-
owners to pursue conservation options for their properties.

WILDLIFE REFUGE EXPANSION

In 2024, NCWF fully supported expanding the Roanoke
River National Wildlife Refuge in North Carolina by
nearly 290,000 acres.

COASTAL BARRIER RESOURCES ACT EXPANSION

The Coastal Barrier Resources Act (CBRA) was initially signed
into law in 1982 to protect undeveloped coastal areas that
act as natural buffers against storms and flooding. In North
Carolina, 149,379 acres are currently included in 16 units of
the CBRA System. This system helps protect valuable wildlife
habitat and reduces the economic costs of storm damage.
Recently, the passage of the Bolstering Ecosystems
Against Coastal Harm (BEACH) Act expanded the CBRA
by adding more than 280,000 acres to the system.
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Annual Report

People

SENIOR ADVISORS
NCWEF Senior Advisors are experienced leaders from various
professional fields motivated to advance NCWF's mission
through their advice, knowledge, training, expertise, research,
networks, and support. NCWF's distinguished Senior Advisor
status provides a means of engaging and recognizing key
contributors who play a pivotal role in advancing the
biological and conservation sciences, public policy and
legislation, conservation funding mechanismes, vital
partnerships, including those with tribes and under-
served communities, or other areas impacting North
Carolina’s wildlife and habitat.

We are honored to have the following individuals currently
serving in a Senior Advisory capacity:

Betsy Bennett. PhD. Former director of the N.C.
Museum of Natural Sciences

Derb Carter. Former state director of the Southern
Environmental Law Center

Robin Hayes. Former U.S. Congress member

Bill Holman. Former state director of The
Conservation Fund

Mike LaVoie. Natural resources director for the
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians

James B. Martin. Former Governor

Christopher Moorman, PhD. Associate Head, NCSU
Department of Forestry and Environmental Resources

Anne Tompkins. Partner of Cadwalader, Wickersham
& Taft LLP

COMMUNITY WILDLIFE CHAPTER NATURE OUTINGS
NCWF chapters hosted 50 nature outings in 2024, offering
diverse, hands-on experiences that deepened participants’
understanding and appreciation for wildlife and the need for
conservation. These outings help cultivate a sense of respon-
sibility and connection, inspiring action toward protecting the
ecosystems that sustain us all.

COMMUNITY WILDLIFE CHAPTER

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

NCWEF hosted 110 in-person, lecture-style wildlife presenta-
tions and 30 online or virtual wildlife events. Many of these
presentations are available for ongoing reference and learning
on the NCWF YouTube channel. These educational resources
are key to empowering individuals to participate actively
in wildlife conservation and foster a deeper connection
with the natural world.
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YOUTH AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT

Through NCWF's youth programming, we introduce thousands
of young people to the wonders of the outdoors, sparking
their interest and passion for wildlife through hands-on,
exciting activities, field outings, and educational experiences.
In 2024, NCWF connected with 4,700 youth, offering them
opportunities for growth and learning through Kids In
Nature Days, free to the public.

NEW COMMUNITY WILDLIFE CHAPTER:
TOPSAIL WILDLIFE CONSERVATION

"\&“ & From sea turtles to pine savannas, the
:1%_

new Topsail Wildlife Conservation chapter
-
g

is ready to explore. Serving Pender and
Onslow counties, this new NCWF chapter
brings education, habitat projects, and
wildlife outings to the central coast.
The chapter’s founding member, Joanna
Bens, is a long-time resident of Topsail Island with a wildlife
biology background, bringing a lifetime of enthusiasm for
environmental science and conservation to the chapter.
Upcoming events include partnerships with the Coastal Land
Trust, Onslow County Adventure Club, New River Garden
Club, and N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission, and oppor-
tunities for beach cleanups. For more information, email
topsailwildlife@gmail.com or look for the chapter on Facebook.

ISTOCK.COM / MOLISHKA1988
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HUNTING EDUCATION
NCWEF recognizes hunting as a valuable conservation tool that
plays a vital role in species management. In the absence of
historically present apex predators on the landscape, hunting
plays a role in population control, ensures genetic health, and
preserves otherwise over-foraged landscapes due to high
population densities in small geographic areas. Hunting also
plays a significant role in encouraging public involvementin
hands-on, hunter-led conservation efforts. NCWF provides
in-person workshops and webinars to support hunters
and promote responsible hunting practices. Events such
as the NCWF Gaston PAWS Chapter workshops featured
sessions on turkey, squirrel, and deer hunting. NCWF reached
a wider audience through online webinars, including the Deer
Hunting Webinar, which attracted 175 participants, and
the Deer Processing Webinar, with 186 registrants. These
programs equip hunters with the essential knowledge and
skills to practice sustainable hunting while contributing to
broader conservation goals.

NCWF EARNS FOUR STARS
Charity -+ | THROUGH CHARITY
Navigator NAVIGATOR AND CANDID
NCWF has earned the highest
ratings on both Charity Ngavigator

+ FOUR-STAR + and Candid, recognizing our
commitment to transparency,
accountability, and effective use of
resources. These prestigious ratings reflect our dedication
to delivering impactful, mission-driven results for wildlife
and habitats in North Carolina.
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NCWF Donors Are Committed
Wildlife Conservationists

It takes a community of people who care about wildlife and habitat to make a difference. It
takes their hope, their vision, their passion, their time, and their participation in the cause.
Without them, NCWF would not be able to work for North Carolina’s wildlife, plants, and
outdoor spaces. We value and thank the thousands of people and partners that make up
the community of NCWF supporters. The below list of donors includes those who gave
$150 or more in 2024. Shaw Society donors gave $1,000 or more. If you would like to have

a conversation about various giving opportunities and discuss which one might be best
for you, contact NCWF VP of Philanthropy, Kate Greiner, at Kate@ncwf.org.
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Carol M. Westmoreland

Cricket Weston and Dave Molinaro

White Owl Parts Company
Wilson Family Foundation

Harold and Mary Bernice Winkler

Sondra Wise
Loti Woods & Dale Weiler
Carrie Wren

Samantha and Christopher Wright

Smedes York

$500-$999

John Abercrombie

Lyle Adley-Warrick

Albemarle Conservation
and Wildlife Chapter

Mahmoud M. Ali Albuhayri

Dave and Renate Andres

Sridhar Bailoor

Trinity Bauer

Will and Elana Berry

Iwona Birk

Jonathan Brewer

Tom Britt

Benjie and Amy Brown

Joan Bruno

Ann Buddenhagen

Allan and Laura Burrows

Anonymous

Joseph Cannon

CESI

Cloverwing Studio

Jeffrey Cole

Concord Wildlife Alliance

Margaret Couch

John Craig

Kathy Currie

Lewis Dunn

Lee and Tharon Dunn

Durham Academy Lower School

Bill and Debbie Dusch

Jim Farrin

Charles Ferebee

First United Methodist Church

Friends of Chapel Hill Parks
and Recreation

John Goodman

Jason Goodyear

Priscilla Graybeal

James Hall

David Hand

John Harmon

Julia Harman, Ph.D.

Deirdre Herrington

Ann and Robert Hesselbacher

Gretchen Hoelscher

C.Royce Hough

Alan Johnson

Shellie Kendall

Melissa Kimberly-Blair

JohnKnight

Dee Anne and Wilson Lamb

Jim Lawton

Patricia Levi

Brad Lindberg

Andrea Lockie

Thomas Long

Harold Matern

Ron McCoy

Valerie McDonnell
Sarah Meacham

Toni Meador

Mrs.Jean Miller Messick
Keith Miller

Catherine Mowry

Don Nattress

NC Pollinator Conservation Alliance

Niblock Development Corp

Scottand Teresa Padgett

James and Mary Ann Parker
Myra Parks

Peter Pickens

Josh Pitzer

Trent Propst

Morris Rosen
Dr.LizRutledge

Rick Sasser

Luba Sawczyn

John Backland Scarff
David and Diane Scott
Elaine Scott

Jim Seitz

JamesR. Shaughnessy

Jennifer Skvarla-Alligood

Sherwood Smith
Margaret Sowerwine

Jamie Stamey

Nash Stapleton

William and Sandra Steele

Brenda Stevens

Frank Stroupe

Clayton and Kay Swenson

LydiaTaylor

Tesh-Troxler Landscapes
and Designs, Inc.

The Larson Family

Elizabeth Thigpen

KarenTierney

JustinTowle

Phyllis Vance

Vulcan Materials Company

Clay Walker

Edward Wall

Martin Williams

Julian Wright

Jared Zajac

$250-$499

Anonymous (1)

Donald Adair

VictorAu

George Baehne
Timothy and Terri Ann Barbour
Amy Barnhardt

Kari Barsness

J.Bass

Charles and Judith Bastian
William Batts

Terence Baur

Patricia Beckner

John and Elizabeth Anne Bishop
Cindy Black

Ray and Mary Boardman
Lorelei Borden

Robert Boswell

Alice Both

Bill Boyarsky

Jimmy and Priscilla Boykin
Leo Brausch

Mel Broughton

Duncan and Melanie Browder
Laura Brown

Harriette Buchanan

Mary Bures

Martha Cain

Cape Fear Garden Club, Inc.
Thomas Carpenter



Judith Carpenter

Peter Case

Samuel Cathey

Nick Chappell

Sarah Charlesworth
Norman Christensen
Dennis Clements
Melissa M.and J. Stuart Coale
Randolph and Laura Coker
Donald Cope

David Corlett

Steven and Kathryn Crockett
Nolan Dahm

Julia Danek

Jasmin Daniels

Nancy Davies

Pam Davis

Cornelia De Vries

Leah Dey

Kate Dixon

Luke Dollar

Shayne Doty

Tom and Barbara Driscoll
Mark Dugo

Noel and Shelby Dunivant
Charles Edmands
James Ferguson

Bobbi Fife

James and Jane Finch
Marquitta Franklin
Susan Frodigh

Erwin Fuller

William Garlough
Hanspeter Giger

Amy Gray

Ruth Ann Grissom

Betty Hafley

Nicholas Hager

David Hall

Larry and Frances Hall
Donald Handy
JanetHanson

David and Karen Harper
Ricky Harris

Sid Hassell

Ollie and Mary Hellert
Robert Hickey

Rodney Hook

Brian Howard

Dale and Linda Howell
James Hunt

Joseph and Nancy Hunter
Catherine Isaac

Jane Ishey

Anaisha Jaykumar
SandraJohnson
JimJohnson

Rodney Jones

Tom Kenney

Carolyn Kerber

Todd Klatt

Erica Kleinman

Joan Kutulas

Emily and Eric Larsen
Jim Leclair

Garnettand Marilyn Link
Mike Linville

Joeand Diana Long
Stephen Madison
Jimand Carla Mallinson
Joann Malpass

Braxton Marstall

Luis Martinez

Mast General Store

M. Sam McCown

Laura and Frank McNair
Ronald Miller

John Mills

Julie Moore

Thomas Moore

Hoy Moose

Carolyn Morse
Eberhard Mueller-Heubach
Cynthia Mynatt
Andrea Nelson

Stacy Nelson

Jimmy North

Donald O'Neal
Dr.and Mrs. Gerald Otteni
Virginia Pardo

Soren Patterson

Julie Peacock Brown
RobertK. Peet
Philip and Tamara Perdue
0.Perry

Erik Persson

Paul Phillips

David Picha

Gail Powell

Pramik Family Fund
Laura Prange

Frank Rankin Il

Nick Recktenwald
JoyRhan

Linda Ries

Michael Rodrigo

Kerri Rosato

Shirley Roth

Roush Fenway Racing
Mary Nash and John Rusher
Matthew Rutledge
Stephen Schade

Deke Schroeder
Barbara Sebastian
Randy Secrist
Margaret Goodman Shelton
A.Alex Shuford

Dan Smith

Sergio Soria

Edith Spruill

Donna Spurr

Steve Stadelman
Ryan and Mollie Stanley
Glenda and Rob Steel
Walter Stevenson
Denise and Tim Sturdy
Michele Szukala

Lee and Steve Tate
Lawrence Thomas
DonnaThompson
PaulTillery
TomTrahey

William and Jan Truitt
ThomasTysinger
JaneVance

Rob Verboon

Mary Vidaurri

Jon Wall
JohnWareham
Peterand Ann Weig|
James Wells
E.F.Wells

Tye and Marty Whitaker
Joann White

A Whitley

Shelley Williamson
Bill Willis

Marilyn Wolf

Graham Worth

$150-5249
Anonymous (6)
Michael Abney
Leslie Aldridge
Bruce Allen
Tom L. Alligood

Robert Almond
Thomas Armstrong
Carrie Atkins

Cy Bahakel

Valeri Barashkov
Kimberly Bassett
Michael Bauk
Stephen Bernard
Imelda Bernardo
Thornton and Pamela Beroth
Wilbert W. Blackman
Robert Blaszczak
Norman Bodley
Donnaand David Bolls
Jeff Boronkay

Diane Bowen
Annette Bowles
Barbara Brooks
David and Miriam Bryant
Buzzand Robin Bryson
Jeff Buffington
William Bundy

John Burak

Angela Bures

Ellen Burwell
Lawrence Cahoon
Nancy Campbell
Elaine Carmann

Ray Carpenter

Nancy Causey

Alyssa Chowdhury
Donald Clement
Carson Cline

Jerry Cochrane
Natalie and Richard Cochrane
Anne Coenen

Patricia Collins
Karensa Comber
Deborah Compton
Melva Cooper

Tina Copeland
Phyllis Cox

Tammy Crafton

Jane Crisco

David Crosson

Joe Culpepper
Rosalind Cushing
Patricia Davis
Holmes Davis

Larry and Linda Dekle
Dick and Nancy Dietz
Ronald and Joyce Dimock
Simmons Doster
Deborah Douglas
Mark Eagle
Margaret Easter

lan Edgerly

Amy Edwards

Andy Edwards
George Eidam
Richard and Alice Ellington
Arleen Eppinger
Elizabeth Erskine
Carolyn Ferree

Hain Ficken

Donald Fletcher
Patrick Foley

Calista Force

Megan Fries

Donald Fulford

John Fulton

Henry Funderburk
Christine Garnett
Frank Gilbert
Stephen Gilbert

Karl Gottschalk

John Grace

Wayne Gregg

Elizabeth and Dennis Griffith
Barbara Guidos

Jill Gurak

Judy and Mitchell Hagler
JackHagopian

Natand Susan Hall
Samantha Hammond

Deb Hanson

Donna Harris

Jackie Hawkins

John and Marianne Haynes
David Henderson

Dorothy Henson

Stephen Houser

Joyce Huguelet

Harold and Elaine Hunnicutt
Carol Imamura

Sherry Innocenzi

Margie lzzo
Leigh Ann Janjua
Anonymous

Sandy Johnson

Joan Jones

Sumathi Jones

Rusty and Biffy Jordan
Sophie Jordan

Louis Kandl, MD

Kevin and Myra Kane

Pete Kaplan

Lillian Kautz

Katrina Kempney

Perry King

Dennis and Renate Kluczykowski
Mary Ann Knovich

Pete Kornegay

Kathryn & David Kreutzer
Alison Lavin

Mary Lawrence

Shirley Le Forge

Joann Lewis

Sandy Lewis

Sarah Linn

Susan Lloyd

Michael and Patricia Lowder
Dinah Mann

Marie-Claire Marroum-Kardous
James Martin

Bob Matera

David McCall

Mecklenburg County Park-Rec
Debbie Medlin

Robertand Linda Metz
William Miller

Kris Miller

Jennifer Milton

Cynde Mitchell

Jason Myers

Carland Carol Nelson
Saraand Irvin Newberry
Barbara Norris

Abigail O'Neill

Paul and Debra Pagliughi
George Parker

Martha Parsons

Eric Pedersen

Pender Nursery

Vivian Penry

Gill Phillippi

Michael Pierce

Francis Piojda

Robert Popp

Elizabeth Page Potter
Kristin Potts

Joseph Pringle

Sandra Quarg

Haywood and Sabine Rankin
William Reid

Julia Rice Mallette

Charles Riegel

Karin Ritter

Charles Roe

Gary Rogers

Brie Sansotta

Deborah Savage

Kitand Stephen Schmeiser
Karen Schmitz

Donna Schulze

Martha Scott

James Scully

Lorraine Shapcott

David and Barbara Shaw
Ann Marie Shuler
Marcee Silver

William Smith

Monnie Smith

Mary Smith

Michelle Smith

Serena Smith

Melanie Smith

Julee Snyder
Hankand Terry Snyder
Janice Speck
Arthurand Barbara Spencer
Wanda Stephens

Susan Stern

Carol Strain

Carole Stroupe
Stephen Strungis

Terry Stutts

Sarah Sumner

John Swaringen
Brittany and Ryan Sweeney
Gregory Sweet

David Swink

SteveTate
Juniorand Joyce Taylor
Don and JoanTaylor
Billand Dawn Teller

The Country Club Of North Carolina

Keith and Virginia Thomasson
SheraThompson
RobertTiffany

W.Tippett

Richard and SandraTobaben
Edward Tolson

Town Of Matthews

Andrew Trenholm

Mallory and William Trogdon
Fred and Jill Trull

Henry Turlington

JaneTyer

Tom Ubelhour
EricVanNortwick

Clarence Vick

Wake County Wildlife Club
Kevin and Jill Walker

Mary Ann Walton

Lewis and Elizabeth Ware
RonWarren

John Waszak

Steve Waters

JamesWaugh

Joan Weaver

Robert Weickert

Buddy and Betsy Westbrook
Claudette Weston

Mary White

Barbara Wilkerson

Sarah Williams

Harry and Hallie Wilson
Kathy Wisniewski

Ellen Wittig

Karen Wolff

Rachel Woods

Clyde Wootton

Peter Zanard
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Reeling in Healing: Jud’s Commitment
to Veterans_, Nature, andr Conservation

JUD GEE’S LIFE HAS BEEN SHAPED BY A DEEP LOVE for the outdoors, a strong sense
of community, and a spirit of service to others. And by the thrill of a good catch, of course.

“My free hours, if possible, are spent on the water—whether saltwater or freshwater,”
Jud shared. “If I've got some free time, and my wife will allow it—she does—I'm going
tohave arod in my hand.”

Jud’s journey took an unexpected turn when a violent attack left him struggling with
significant trauma. In those dark times, he turned to fishing, seeking refuge in the waters
that had always brought him peace. This healing connection led him to Project Healing
Waters, where he served as Program Lead for PHW Charlotte Program from 2018 -2019
and helped wounded military service members find solace through fishing after returning
from combat in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Jud’s grandfather served in World War II, and as a younger man, Jud never really under-
stood his father’s quiet character. “It wasn’t until I worked with disabled veterans that I
truly understood what some of those folks had been through, he explains. “Some of them
were guarded at first, but once we got them out there catching fish, they were like, ‘Man,
this is the best day I've had since before I signed up for the forces.” It made me appreciate
their journey even more.”

His passion for community and the healing power of nature led him to purchase a property
and transform it into a campground. He named it Camp Stonefly—a place where fishermen,
wounded veterans, and nature enthusiasts could unite, share stories, and find solace in
the natural world.

But Jud’s commitment to conservation doesn’t end with Camp Stonefly. As an NCWF Shaw
Society member, he supports the work to reform marine fisheries, particularly by prohibit-
ing shrimp trawling in coastal sounds and estuaries. Jud is dedicated to financially support-
ing NCWF’s mission and being actively involved in on-the-ground conservation efforts.

“Conservation needs money, but when you roll up your sleeves and get involved—whether
it’s ariver cleanup or a coastline cleanup—the experience will mean so much more than
just cutting a check,” Jud said. “When you look into the eyes of the people you're helping,
that’s when you truly understand what needs to be done.”

Members in the Charlie Shaw Society are our most dedicated supporters— generous members
who have made a commitment to the work and programs of North Carolina Wildlife Federation
through an annual contribution of $1,000 or more. Gifts can be made in one lump sum or in any
number of smaller contributions within a calendar year, and can be directed to any Federation
program that is of interest to the donor.
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CREATE A BETTER
FUTURE FOR WILDLIFE.

ts eanien than yeu think.

GRAY SQUIRREL / BEN PAYNE / NCWF PHOTO CONTEST SUBMISSION

Make a gift that lasts longer. Many
people like to leave a gift to charity

in their will because they care about
causes that are important to their lives.
A gift to NCWF in your will, retirement
funds or life insurance ensures future
generations can enjoy the wildlife

and habitat that you care about in
North Carolina.

www.ncwf.org/legacy

Intenested?
Kate Greiner, CFRE
VP of Philanthropy
P:704/332-5696

E: Kate@ncwf.org
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NCWF Annual Meeting
(Tanglewood/Pinehurst Room)
1:30-4:00 PM | Featuring
Keynote Speaker

Reception
(Triangle Ballroom)
5:45-6:45 PM | Open bar
and hors d'oeuvres

Awards Banquet
(Blowing Rock /Chimney
Rock Ballroom)

6:45 PM | Honoring North
Carolina's Conservation Heroes

After Dinner Social

Governor’'s Conservation (Cape Fear Room, 2nd Floor)
. 9:00 PM | Open bar and
Achievement Awards Ba nquet hors d'oeuvres
and NCWF Annual Meeting TICKET PRICING

Early Bird Price: $75
(Register by April 1)
Saturday. May 3rd, 2025 Regular Price: $100

Embassy Suites
201 Harrison Oaks Boulevard Reserve Your
Cary, North Carolina
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NCWF EXPENSES 2024

80% PROGRAM SERVICES

12% MANAGEMENT AND GENERAL

8% FUNDRAISING

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
December 31, 2024 = $8,724,401
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NATURAL NORTH CAROLINA

APRIL

April 1: It's April Fools! Palamedes swallowtails
are flying. White-eyed vireos are returning.

April 2: Ruby-throated hummingbirds are
returning.

April 3: Dwarfvioletiris is in bloom.
April 5: Eastern bluebirds begin laying eggs.

April 6: Fowler's toads begin calling. Beaver kits
are being born.

April 8: Spicebush swallowtails are flying.

April 10: Green frogs and northern cricket
frogs begin calling.
April 11: Eastern redbud is in bloom.

April 12: Lupines are blooming in the Coastal
Plain and Sandhills.

April 13: Orchard orioles are returning.

April 14: Pine Barrens treefrogs have begun
calling. Adopted as our official state frogin 2014,
this uncommon species breeds in bayheads and
seeps in portions of our Sandhills and Coastal Plain.

April 15: Yucca giant-skippers are flying in the
Sandhills. This rare butterfly’s larvae feed on yucca.

April 16: Red-tailed hawks are nesting. Hardwood
trees have begun to leaf out in the Mountains.

April 20: Bobwhite and wild turkeys begin nesting.
Ruffed grouse are drumming.

April 21: Eastern bluebird eggs are hatching.
Mayapple is in bloom. Mercury will be at its great-
est western elongation from the Sun. This is the
best time to view the Swift Planet; look for it low
in the eastern sky just before sunrise.

April 22: Earth Day. Many activities celebrating life
on Earth will take place this week. Contact your
favorite environmental organization to find out
what's happening near you.

April 22-23: Lyrids Meteor Shower peak. Best
viewing will be from a dark location after midnight.

April 23: Dwarf crested iris and Virginia iris are
in bloom.

April 24: Ospreys are nesting. Yellow pitcher-
plants are in bloom.

April 25: Clapper rails are nesting. Bowfin are
spawning.

April 25-27: Carolina Bird Club's annual Spring
Meeting will be held in Fletcher, NC. Visit
www.carolinabirdclub.org for more information.

April 27: American bullfrogs have begun calling
over much of the state. Foam flower, Solomon'’s
seal, and false Solomon’s seal are in bloom.

April 28: Flowering dogwood—our state flower—
is at peak bloom over much of the state. Many
sunfish species are spawning.

April 29: Showy orchid and lady's-slippers are
in bloom.

April 30: Yellow-bellied sliders begin nesting.
Raccoon kits are being born.
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Raleigh, NC 27605
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MAY

May 3: Striped bass spawning runs peak on the
Roanoke River. Ruffed grouse are nesting. Fire
pinkis in bloom.

May 4: Atamasco lilies are blooming. Wood duck
eggs are hatching.

May 6-7: Eta Aquarids meteor shower peak. This
is a light meteor shower, one of two associated
with Halley’s Comet. Best viewing will be from a
dark location after midnight.

May 7: Trilliums are in bloom along the Blue Ridge
Parkway. Piping plovers have begun nesting.

May 8: Bog turtles are mating. Lyre-leaf sage is
blooming.

May 9: Peak honeysuckle bloom. Rail nests are
hatching.

May 10: World Migratory Bird Day. Several spring
bird counts will be held around the state this

weekend. Contact your local Audubon Chapter or
the Carolina Bird Club, www.carolinabirdclub.org.

May 11: First American robin broods are fledging.
Mulberries are ripe.

May 12: Ratsnakes are mating. Spatterdock
isin bloom.

May 13: Tulip-poplar is in peak bloom.

May 14: Pink-shell azalea—an endemic known
only from high-elevation spruce forests in a few
of our mountain counties—is in bloom.

May 15: Hardwood trees are in full foliage over
most of the state. Mourning dove nesting peaks.

May 16: Passion vine is in bloom. Longnose gar
are spawning. Ground skinks are nesting.

May 17: The North Carolina Herpetological
Society will hold its annual Spring Meeting jointly
with the Virginia Herpetological Society in Danville,
Virginia. For more information, contact Tony Leiro,
anthony.leiro@gmail.com. It's also National River
Cleanup Day—a special day to clean garbage and
debris from our rivers and watersheds.

May 18: Least terns and diamondback terrapins
are nesting.

May 20: American alligators have begun mating.
Wild strawberries are ripening.

May 21: In the Sandhills, pine snakes are mating
and grassleaf roseling, tread-softly, and Pickering's
dawnflower are in bloom.

May 22: Yucca is in bloom.

May 23: World Turtle Day—a great day for cele-
brating North Carolina's 21 native species. Purple
pitcher-plants and spider lilies are in bloom.

May 26: Loggerhead sea turtles have begun
nesting. Eastern prickly-pear is in bloom.

May 28: Marbled salamander larvae are trans-
forming; juveniles disperse from ephemeral
wetlands into terrestrial habitats on rainy nights.
Snapping turtles are nesting.

May 29: National Learn About Composting Day.
Venus' looking-glass is in bloom. Cecropia moths
are emerging.

May 30: Most treefrog species have begun
breeding. Ruffed grouse eggs are hatching.

May 31: Box turtles begin nesting. Mountain
laurel isin bloom. Venus reaches its greatest
eastern elongation from the Sun. This is the best
time to view the Bright Planet; look for it in the
eastern sky before sunrise.

JUNE

June 1:Venus'flytraps are in bloom in the
Coastal Plain.

June 2: Galax is blooming in the Mountains and
western Piedmont.

June 3: Flame azalea and columbine are in bloom
in the Mountains.

June 6: Great-spangled fritillaries are flying. Butterfly
weed and Sampson'’s snakeroot are blooming.

June 7-15: National Fishing and Boating Week




